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oratory glassware be labeled with the chemical composition, the date
they were formed, the name of the laboratory worker responsible, and
a notebook reference. This procedure can provide the information nec-
essary to guide the disposal of the mixture if the responsible laboratory
worker is no longer available. It should be recognized, however, that
such a procedure must be policed and that it cannot guarantee that
unlabeled mixtures will not be left behind by a departing worker.

Laboratories that encounter severe problems with unlabeled orphan
reaction mixtures may institute a checkout procedure that requires de-
parting laboratory workers to identify any reaction mixtures that they
have not disposed of and to provide the information necessary for safe
disposal of them. Academic institutions that have a high rate of turnover
among graduate students may find it necessary to require a financial
deposit from incoming graduate students, to be returned at the time of
their departure after it has been determined that no orphan reaction
mixtures have been left behind.

VI.    THE WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

The following section is designed primarily for laboratories that are
seeking guidance in setting up a waste management system. Laboratories
with a system in place also may find it useful in improving elements of
their existing system. An organization that is setting up a waste man-
agement system can profit from the experience of others. The American
Chemical Society (ACS) Office of Federal Regulatory Programs, De-
partment of Public Affairs, has reprints of talks on the management of
hazardous waste that have been presented at ACS Regional meetings;
it also operates a clearinghouse for information on how laboratories
have dealt with certain waste-disposal problems. Academic institutions
may be able to get advice on specific disposal problems from local
industry.

The waste management system for any laboratory should be tailored
to (1) the volume and variety of wastes generated, (2) the number and
locations of generating sources within the laboratory, and (3) the options
chosen for the disposal of wastes. These parameters should be deter-
mined as the system is being set up.

The first two of these parameters require a survey of the entire lab-
oratory by the waste system manager. For small laboratories a brief
survey that includes discussion with the individual responsible for each
segment of the operation may suffice. For large, diverse operations it
may be desirable to precede the survey with a simple questionnaire. It
is almost inevitable that such a survey will uncover waste problems